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IS THERE AN ELIJAH AMONG US 
PART 1 

 

I. Introduction 

A. Do you remember your dreams of what you wanted to be or what you 

wanted to accomplish? 

1. Were they fulfilled? 

2. Have they changed? 

3. Have you stopped dreaming? 

a. When did you stop? 

b. Why did you stop? 

(1) Circumstances may have made them improbable 

 Being color blind altered my dream of being an FBI agent 

(2) At this point in your life, you may even consider them impossible 

 I don’t think I could hit a 94mph fast ball so baseball is out 

B. What about spiritual dreams 

1. Being born again, did you ever dream about what the “new you” wanted 

to accomplish? 

a. Personal example of youth Pastor at FGC 

2. Good news about spiritual dreams 

a. Improbable and impossible do not exist in spiritual vocabulary 

b. Matthew 19:25-26 

c. Luke 1:36-37 



 2 

(1) There are other scriptures but you get the point – nothing is 

impossible with God 

d. Philippians 4:13 

(1) Self may be incapable but the Christ in you enables you to do all 

things 

 (Zechariah 4:6); “not by might nor by power but by my Spirit” 

says the Lord 

C. Do you ever picture yourself being used by God to perform the exploits of 

the Bible heroes? 

1. Or do you consider that out of your reach? 

2. We often make heroes bigger than life – including Bible heroes. 

a. They aren’t superman but human just like you 

b. James 5:16-18 

(1) Verse 17 in the NASB says Elijah was a man with a nature like ours 

(2) In other words, he didn’t glow in the dark; he wasn’t perfect; he 

had faults; and he put his pants on one leg at a time – same as you! 

c. Ezekiel 22:30 

(1) God is looking for men and women who will stand for Him in these 

days.  Are you one of them? 

3. With that in mind, let’s see if there might be an Elijah in our midst. 

a. Maybe sitting next to you 

b. Might even be you 

II. Background 

A. At the end of Solomon’s life, civil war divided Israel into two kingdoms 
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1. When studying scripture it’s important to know which kingdom is being 

spoken of 

a. Northern Kingdom was called Israel 

b. Southern Kingdom was referred to as Judah 

2. The divisions remained until both kingdoms were overtaken and the Jews 

led into captivity 

3. Over a period of 300 years, the Southern Kingdom had 17 rulers 

a. 8 followed God and 9 were wicked 

b. Ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in 586BC followed by the 70 

year Babylonian captivity 

c. The kingdom was revived by Nehemiah, Ezra and Zerubbabel when 

they returned from exile 

d. The temple was rebuilt and worship restored 

4. The Northern Kingdom had 19 leaders over 200 years and they all did evil 

in the sight of the Lord 

a. Reigning kings were murdered by their successors who then 

eliminated their whole family 

b. We begin our study during the rule of Ahab 

c. He married Jezebel who instituted Baal worship 

(1) Baal was the god of rain and fertility who controlled the seasons, the 

crops and the land 

d. The darkest hour in Israel’s history had arrived and the chasm 

between God and His people was at its greatest point 

(1) I Kings 16:32-33 



 4 

(2) Grove in verse 33 = the Asherah; a Canaanite goddess associated 

with passion and the sea and was considered to be the mother of 

Baal 

e. Satan has his person (woman) of the hour but God also has His person 

III. Meet Elijah 

A. I Kings 17:1  

B. How do you think God spoke to Elijah? 

1. Moses had a burning bush 

2. Balaam had a donkey 

3. But the scripture doesn’t elaborate how Elijah knew or if he had any 

resistance or misgivings. 

4. How does God speak to you? 

C. In this verse (17:1) we learn three things about Elijah 

1. Keep in mind the importance of names in Bible times – much more 

significant than our culture 

a. Altars were built and named after what had occurred 

(1) Bethel – “house of God.” Abraham’s second altar built here 

b. (Exodus 15:23) Moses and Israelites left the Red Sea and came to 

Marah – named so because the water was bitter and they couldn’t 

drink 

c. Names are meaningful – God’s names – your new name! 

D. First we learn about his name 

1. The Hebrew word for God, ELOHIM was sometimes abbreviated EL 

2. JAH is a word for Jehovah 

3. ELIJAH with I in the middle is a Hebrew personal pronoun for my or mine 
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4. Together it means my God is Jehovah or The Lord is my God 

5. Note; God knows us even before we were born 

E. Secondly, his Origin 

1. Tishbeh in Gilead 

2. Gilead was a place of solitude and outdoor life 

3. The people were rugged, tanned and leathery 

4. Not a place of polish, sophistication or diplomacy 

5. Tisbeth can’t even be located today 

6. A place of obscurity 

a. Maybe you could be called from a little place like Greensburg! 

7. God often uses the unknown or little known to perform great things to 

reinforce that it was Him doing the work – He won’t share the glory 

a. Look what God did with a scrawny shepherd boy 

b. Disciples were considered by the “elite” to be unlearned men 

c. 312 Azusa Street – William Seymour, son of former slaves 

d. What might the future say about you? 

F. Thirdly we learn his style 

1. Confident in confronting evil – in this case, the king 

2. Makes no introduction, no protocol, no apologies but delivers what God 

placed on his heart; I Kings 17:1 

a. No rain or dew for years unless I say so 

b. Direct attack on Baal (god of rain who controlled seasons and crops) 

3. He was willing to stand alone in the gap 

4. Note: must be willing in order to be used 

IV. What lessons can we learn 
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A. God looks for special people at difficult times 

1. Note: God didn’t find Elijah in the palace or court nor school of the 

prophets.  He found him in obscurity – but he wasn’t obscure to God 

2. God knows right where you are too! 

B. God’s methods are often surprising 

1. Have you learned that by now? 

2. God didn’t form an army or send a plague.  He chose an individual. 

3. ***Note: if you see other people as special, called or talented and not 

yourself you may be missing an opportunity 


